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SUBJECT: PRIME MINISTER THANIN'S VISIT TO JAPAN 

1 . DURING A LUNCHEON CONVERSATION ON FEBRUARY 9 MINISTER 
ODAKA OF THE JAPANESE EMBASSY INFORMED DCM THAT GOJ HAD 
TENDERED INVITATION TO PRIME MINISTER THANIN KRAIWIXHIAN TO 
VISIT JAPAN DURING MIDDLE OF MARCH. INVITATION HAD GROWN OUT 
OF THANIN'S EXPRESSED DESIRE TO VISIT JAPAN CONVEYED TO 
JAPANESE AMBASSADOR SHORTLY AFTER THANIN'S GOVERNMENT HAD BEEN 
FORMED ON OCTOBER 22. 1976. 

2. ODAKA SAID THAT, DESPITE RUMORS OF THANIN'S POSSIBLE 
REPLACEMENT WHICH HAVE BEEN CIRCULATING IN BANGKOK. GOJ IS 
INTENDING TO PROCEED WITH THE VISIT. JAPANESE EMBASSY HERE 
HAS, HOWEVER, BEEN TAKING SOUNDINGS IN ORDER TO PROVIDE GOJ 
BEST PROGNOSIS REGARDING THANIN'S SURVIVABILITY. JAPANESE 
AMBASSADOR HAD, FOR EXAMPLE, INVITED ADMIRAL SA-NGAT CHALOYU 
TO DINNER LAST WEEK AND IN COURSE OF CONVERSATION HAD ASKED 
THE ADMIRAL POINT BLANK ABOUT THE RUMORS OF THANIN'S POSSIBLE 
REPLACEMENT. SA-NGAT REPLIED BY SAYING THAT THE MAJORITY WITHIN 
THE MILITARY WAS GIVING ITS FULL SUPPORT TO THANIN. SA-NGAT 
WENT ON TO SAY, HOWEVER, THAT THERE WERE CERTAIN ELEMENTS, 

"PERHAPS 10 PERCENT" WHO WANTED THANIN REPLACED. AMONG THOSE 
FAVORING A COUP TO OUST THANIN, SA-NGAT IDENTIFIED GENERAL 
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PRAMAN ADIREKSAN, FORMER DEPUTY PRINME MINISTER IN THE GOVERNMENT 
OF SENI PRAMOT AND GENERAL CHATCHAI CHUNHAWAN (FORMER FOREIGN 
MINISTER IN THE KHUKRIT PRAMOT GOVERNMENT). (NEITHER OF THESE 
INDIVIDUALS WAS A MEMBER OF THE MILITARY GROUP THAT TOOK POWER 
ON OCTOBER 6, 1976. THEY HAVE WEALTH AND INFLUENCE, HOWEVER, 

AND IT IS COMMON KNOWLEDGE THAT THEY HAVE BEEN RESTIVE IN THEIR 
PRESENT ROLES AS POLITICAL OUTSIDERS.) 
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3. ODAKA SAID THAT AS OF NOW JAPANESE EMBASSY DOES FEEL 
THAT THANIN WILL SURVIVE, CERTAINLY LONG ENOUGH TO BE ABLE TO 
VISIT JAPAN IN MARCH. 
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